
Carpenter Star Quilt Pattern from SewCanShe

https://sewcanshe.com/free-carpenter-star-
quilt-pattern-with-a-darling-border/


Sew a beautiful Carpenter’s Star Quilt! 
This simple quilt pattern is a 
medallion quilt that has the 
Carpenter’s Star at the center and a 
cute border too. It is an easy throw 
quilt pattern that you can sew in a 
day!


This square Carpenter’s Star Throw 
Quilt Pattern finishes at 66” x 66”.


It would be easy to make the quilt 
larger by increasing the size of the 
final border or adding additional 
borders.


If you love to use your Accuquilt 
fabric cutter like I do, I’ll share the 
optional cutting die numbers to make 
this pattern Accuquilt friendly. 


For this particular quilt, I recommend 
choosing three beautiful bold prints that look 
good together. In my quilt, I picked dark blue, 
dark pink, and medium pink fabrics. You could 
choose a beautiful ‘focus fabric’ that really 
speaks to you, and then choose two other 
fabrics that coordinate with it.


Then choose a background fabric that 
provides good contrast against the three main 
fabrics that you chose. My background fabric 
is a white on white print.
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Your background fabric doesn’t have to be 
white or cream color. Wouldn’t this quilt be 
gorgeous with a dark background instead?


If you follow these instructions for choosing 
your fabrics, you can’t go wrong. You only need 
to chose 4 fabrics: 3 coordinating prints for the 
medallion and cute border and then a 
contrasting blender or solid fabric for the 
background.


Optionally, you can cut all of the HST triangles, 
squares, rectangles, and strips using AccuQuilt 
dies. To be safe, plan for extra fabric if you are using AccuQuilt dies (1 yard of each of 
the prints, 3 yards of background fabric). The die numbers are indicated below.


YOU WILL NEED:


• 3/4 yard dark blue fabric

• 3/4 yard dark pink fabric

• 3/4 yard medium pink fabric

• 2 3/4 yards of background fabric

• a pencil or fabric marking pen


To sew the quilt top into a finished quilt, you will also need:


• 4 yards of backing fabric (or enough to piece together a 72” x 72” quilt back)

• a piece of quilt batting at least 72” x 72”

• 1/2 yard of binding fabric


CUTTING:


From the dark blue fabric, cut:


• 4 squares 7” x 7”

• 4 squares 6 1/2” x 6 1/2”

• 20 squares 3 1/2” x 3 1/2”

• 4 rectangles 3 1/2” x 6 1/2”
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OPTIONAL ACCUQUILT CUTTING INSTRUCTIONS:


• Instead of cutting 7” squares, cut 8 6” finished HST triangles with die 55001 (in the 
12” Qube set)


• The 6 1/2” squares may be cut with die 55000 (in the 12” Qube set)

• The 3 1/2” squares may be cut with die 55701 (in the 12” Qube set)

• The 3 1/2” x 6 1/2” rectangles may be cut with die 55724 (in the 12” Qube set)


From the dark pink fabric, cut:


• 12 squares 7” x 7”

• 24 squares 3 1/2” x 3 1/2”


OPTIONAL ACCUQUILT CUTTING INSTRUCTIONS:


• Instead of cutting 7” squares, cut 24 6” finished HST triangles with die 55001 (in the 
12” Qube set)


• The 3 1/2” squares may be cut with die 55701 (in the 12” Qube set)


From the medium pink fabric, cut:


• 12 squares 7” x 7”

• 24 squares 3 1/2” x 3 1/2”


OPTIONAL ACCUQUILT CUTTING INSTRUCTIONS:


• Instead of cutting 7” squares, cut 24 6” finished HST triangles with die 55001 (in the 
12” Qube set)


• The 3 1/2” squares may be cut with die 55701 (in the 12” Qube set)


From the background fabric, cut:


• 16 squares 7” x 7”

• 16 squares 6 1/2” x 6 1/2”

• 12 strips 3 1/2” x 42” (for the borders)


Note: the twelve 3 1/2” strips will be pieced together to make borders. You may wait to 
cut those strips until it is time to make the borders.
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OPTIONAL ACCUQUILT CUTTING INSTRUCTIONS:


• Instead of cutting 7” squares, cut 32 6” finished HST triangles with die 55001 (in the 
12” Qube set)


• The 6 1/2” squares may be cut with die 55000 (in the 12” Qube set)

• The strips may be cut with the 3 1/2” strip cutter die 55032


QUILT PIECING


Use a 1/4’’ seam allowance and a regular stitch length such as 2 – 2.5.


MAKE 44 HALF SQUARE TRIANGLES (HST’S)


1. Use the pencil or fabric marking pen to 
draw a diagonal line across the wrong side of 
all of the 7” background fabric squares. This 
is a cutting line. You will use 10 of the 
squares now, and the other 6 next to make 
dark pink/background fabric HSTs.


Place 10 of the 7” background fabric squares 
right sides together with 10 of the 7” 
medium pink fabric squares. Pin the squares 
together.


2. Sew 1/4’’ away from the cutting line on on 
both sides of the line.


3. Cut each piece in half diagonally along the 
line. Open and press to make 2 half square 
triangles (HST units). Trim each HST to 6 1/2” 
square. Repeat to make 20 medium pink/
background fabric HST units.


4. Use the 6 remaining 7” background fabric squares and 6 dark pink 7” squares to 
make 12 dark pink/background fabric HST units.


5. Use the 4 dark blue 7” squares together with 4 dark pink 7” squares to make 8 dark 
blue/dark pink HST units.
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6. Use 2 dark pink 7” squares and 2 medium pink 7” squares to make 4 dark pink/
medium pink HST units.


In total, you will need:


• 20 medium pink/background fabric HST units

• 12 dark pink/background fabric HST units

• 8 dark blue/dark pink HST units

• 4 dark pink/medium pink HST units


ASSEMBLE THE CARPENTERS STAR 
QUILT CENTER


1. Arrange the 44 HST units, 4 dark blue squares 
and 16 background fabric squares quilt blocks in 
the Carpenter’s Star pattern on a large table, a quilt 
design wall, or the floor.


2. Sew the blocks together to make 8 rows.


3. Sew the 8 quilt block rows together to make the 
center of the quilt top.


MEASURE AND SEW THE INNER BORDER


1. Piece together five or six 3 1/2” strips of the 
background to make an inner border.


Cut 2 border pieces 3 1/2” x 48 1/2”. Attach them to 
the sides of the quilt top.


Tips:


Fold the quilt top in half to find the center of each 
side and mark the center with a pin or fabric pen. 
Fold each border strip in half to find the center and 
mark with a pin or fabric pen. Pin each border strip 
to the side of the quilt top matching the corners 
and the center marks. Add more pins, easing the 
border to fit as best as you can.
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Normally I prefer to cut border strips that match the dimensions of the quilt top. The 
second pieced border prevents us from using that method.


2. Cut 2 border pieces 3 1/2” x 54 1/2”. Attach them to the top and bottom edges of 
the quilt top.


PIECE TOGETHER AND SEW THE SECOND BORDER


1. The sides of the pieced border each 
require:


• 1 dark blue rectangle 3 1/2” x 6 1/2”

• 4 dark blue squares 3 1/2” x 3 1/2”

• 6 dark pink squares 3 1/2” x 3 1/2”

• 6 medium pink squares 3 1/2” x 3 1/2”


Arrange those pieces in the pattern shown at 
right and sew together to make a 3 1/2” x 54 
1/2” strip. Make 2.


2. Sew these 2 pieced strips to the sides of 
the quilt top.


3. The top and bottom pieces of the pieced 
border each require:


• 1 dark blue rectangle 3 1/2” x 6 1/2”

• 6 dark blue squares 3 1/2” x 3 1/2”

• 6 dark pink squares 3 1/2” x 3 1/2”

• 6 medium pink squares 3 1/2” x 3 1/2”


Arrange those pieces in the pattern shown at 
right and sew together to make a 3 1/2” x 60 
1/2” strip. Make 2.
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4. Sew these 2 pieced strips to the top and 
bottom of the quilt top.


MEASURE AND SEW THE OUTER 
BORDER


1. Piece together six or seven 3 1/2” 
background fabric strips to make an outer 
border.


The expected length of the outer side border 
pieces is 60 1/2”. Measure your quilt top 
including the first two borders and cut the 
strips the required length. Attach the side 
border pieces.


See the correct way to measure a quilt top 
border. The pieced border prevented us 
from using this method for the inner (first) 
border.


2. The expected length of the top and 
bottom outer border pieces is 66 1/2”. 
Measure your quilt and cut 2 strips for the 
top and bottom border. Attach the top and 
bottom outer border pieces.
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FINISHING THE CARPENTER STAR QUILT PATTERN


1. Cut or piece together a 72” x 72” piece of 
quilt backing fabric and make a quilt sandwich 
with the backing, batting, and top.


2. Baste together with fusible batting, pins or 
basting spray.


3. Quilt as desired. Straight line quilting or 
cross hatch quilting with your walking foot 
would be fast and easy.


4. Cut 5 binding strips and bind using your 
favorite method. This is my favorite quilt 
binding method.
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